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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Dear Bethany Families, 

Last Sunday?s reading from the Gospel of Luke focuses 
on a tax collector, this time a vertically challenged one 
called Zaccheus.

In the reading, Zaccheus climbs a sycamore tree in 
order to catch a view of Jesus as he is passing through 
the adoring crowds. Noticing Zaccheus up the tree, Jesus 
calls him by nam e then publicly declares that he will 
stay at his house that evening to break bread with him.

The scripture reading always reminds me of when I was 
teaching in another school during the mid 1990s. One 
day, during a whole school Mass, I looked up through 
the glass skylight in the church and noticed that there was a young man perched in the branch of a 
tree that overhung the church. Unfortunately, we subsequently realised that the young man, unlike 
Zaccheus, was not there to catch a glimpse of our Mass but was there to act as lookout whilst his 
mates were breaking into the school!

By highlighting Zaccheus without judgment and then inviting himself to his house, Jesus showed his 
love and accept ance of someone who was especially despised in that community.  As a chief tax 
collector, working against his own people in support of the Roman occupying forces, Zaccheus was 
regarded very much as a t rait or .

In turn, by ?going out  on a l im b? to seek Christ, Zacchaeus 
showed he was willing to make a significant change in his life. 
He committed to help restore the harm he had caused by 
offering half of his belongings to the poor and paying back four 
times as much to anyone he had cheated.

Jesus' actions in this instance showed that instead of accusing 
Zaccheus, Jesus stood in solidar it y and com passion with him 
and that healing and forgiveness was not reserved soley for 
the ?respect able? ones but for all who were willing to change 
and strive to do better.

Go gently,

Sergio Rosato

Principal



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL'S 
MESSAGE

Mrs Lloyd

Dear Parents & Carers,

There is so much wonderful learning happening each and every day at Bethany! I thought I?d share 
some writing samples which our Year 6 students have worked really hard on. During Weeks 9 and 10 
of Term 3 and Weeks 1 and 2 of Term 4, all Year 6 students participated in a Writer?s Festival. The 
students engaged in workshops where they explored different elements and techniques to use in 
their writing. A number of different stimulus pictures were provided for the children to choose from 
to write an entertaining short story. Mentor texts written by well known authors including Roald Dahl, 
Morris Gleitzman and JK Rowling were used as exemplars. Figurative language, speech, topic 
sentences and adjectival phrases were some of the main focus areas.

The grade then co-constructed a Success Criteria so students would know what they had to do and 
what they had to include in their writing to be successful. Students referred back to this Success 
Criteria like a checklist to keep them on track.

During the writing process feedback and feedforward was provided by peers and teachers.

At the start of each lesson students presented their stories to the class as a work in progress  and 
their ideas helped to influence and improve each other 's work.

Students were able to choose how they would like to publish their finished pieces. Some students 
chose to make them into a book, there were some handwritten and typed pieces. Some students 
even included beautifully detailed illustrations.

The students from Year 5 and their teachers were invited to read the published stories and celebrate 
with Year 6. This also inspired the Year 5 students with ideas for their own writing.

I am delighted and so proud to share some short samples of writing below:

Anabelle Contractor



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 
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Isabel Forsyth

Dominic Antecki
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Natasha King

Alyssa Darroch
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Xavier Mobbs



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

What ?s happening in Religious Educat ion dur ing 
Term  4?

The following is an overview of the overarching question that each grade is 
basing their learning on in Religious Education this term: 

Kindergarten:  Which scriptures from the Bible tell us about who Jesus is and 
what he did?

Year 1:  How can we grow our relationship with Jesus?

Year 2:  How does scripture from the Bible help us appreciate God?s everlasting love?

Year 3:  How does prayer help us understand important events in the liturgical year?

Year 4:  How do we celebrate being united as one body in Christ?
Year 5:  What connections can we make between stories from the Bible, current world issues and 
our personal experiences?

Year 6:  How can we use Prayer to guide our mission and express our devotion to God during 
different liturgical feasts and seasons?

 Mission Week

Last week Bethany celebrated Mission Week. This was a time where, as a school community, we 
can reach out to others who do not have what we have. The Bethany community raised a total of 
$2100 which has been sent to Catholic Mission. Thank you for your generosity. This amount of 
money will help the Embidir community in Ethiopia to pay for food, medicine, and care for the farm 
animals for one year.

The winners for the activities from Mission Week are listed below:
 

Creative Drawing:

Sofia Coratza

Olivia Voyce

Ryan Thayil

Natasha King

Guess the amount of lollies in the jar:

Charlie Jare

Ruby Hicks

Liliana Burnett

Chelsea Williams
 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONT'D

Mrs Baldacchino

 

Paper Aeroplane Throwing competition:

Nicholas Jare

Logan Bartels

Mason Healey

Mathayus Andreatta

Harry Vella

Ruby Hawkes

Levi Jones

 2022 Bet hany Chr ist m as Concer t

When:  Monday 5th December, 2022

Where:  Bethany School Hall

Time:  gates open at 12pm. Concert will start at 12:30pm and conclude at 2:45pm

Dress:  all students are to wear their regular sports shorts, white socks and joggers.

Students in each grade are asked to wear a Christmas t-shirt (or plain coloured t-shirt) 

as follows:

- Kindergarten: Red
- Year 1: White
- Year 2: Green
- Year 3: Red
- Year 4: Green
- Year 5: White
- Year 6: Red



BETHANY CHRISTMAS CONCERT

https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?RegistrationID=849280


Kindergarten and Year 1 Fun Activity day

On Friday, Kindergarten and Year 1 took part in a variety of fun activities across the school 
grounds. We were blessed with the glorious sunshine. It was lovely to see smiles on the 
faces of the children and our visitors. Photos have been posted on our Facebook page.

 The Im por t ance of  playing on Monkey Bars

 

 

Our Gymnastics program for K-6 has shown me the importance of children playing on the 
monkey bars.

 There are many benefits:

* Gives children an opportunity to play with others by taking turns.

* Safely encourage risk-taking.

* Gives space to make decisions.

* Manage personal disappointment.

 Monkey bars help develop your child?s muscles and strength.

Sustaining their entire weight by holding onto the bars allows them to develop their hand 
strength which will facilitate motor skills like writing and using lego.

See you at the local park!!

SPORT



 

SPORT CONT'D
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SPORT CONT'D

Mrs Neilly



DATES FOR THE DIARY

8t h Novem ber Kindergar t en Transit ion - Session 1 - 9:00am  -10:20am

14t h Novem ber Ef for t  in Learning Awards - Infant s - 9:00am                    
Pr im ary - 9:45am

15t h Novem ber Kindergar t en Transit ion - Session 2 - 9:00am  -10:20am

18t h Novem ber St af f  Spir it ualit y Day

22nd Novem ber Kindergar t en Transit ion - Session 3 - 9:00am  -10:20am

28t h Novem ber Bet hany Sw im m ing Carnival - Penr it h Ripples - 7:00pm  - 
Year  1, Year  2, Year  3, Year  4, Year  5. 

29t h Novem ber Kindergar t en Transit ion - Session 4 - 9:00am  -10:20am

5t h Decem ber Chr ist m as Concer t   - 12:00pm  

9t h Decem ber Year  6 Graduat ion Mass - Padre Pio Par ish - 10:30am

9t h Decem ber Graduat ion Cerem ony - Hall - 12:00pm

12t h Decem ber Major  Awards Assem bly - Infant s - 11:00am                           
Pr im ary - 12:00pm                                   

14t h Decem ber  Year  6 Social - 5:00pm  - 8:00pm

15t h Decem ber Year  6 Fun Day & Year  6 Guard of  Honour

15t h Decem ber Last  Day Term  4

27t h January St af f  Developm ent  Day

30t h January Mat hs Assessm ent  Int erview  (MAI)

31st  January School com m ences for  Grades 1-6

1st   February School com m ences for  Kindergar t en



COMMUNICATION 
   The follow ing inform at ion has been advised via t he SkoolBag App:

     

 

    

03/11/2022 REMINDER: Stage 3 (Years 5 and 6) Boys and Girls Touch Football teams Gala Day 

02/11/2022 Emergency Evacuation Drill

01/11/2022 4 simple steps to a healthy lunchbox

01/11/2022 Covid - 19 update

01/11/2022 2023 Team Sport Trials

31/10/2022 Bus 4555 running late

31/10/2022 Children's Mass - Sunday, 6th November - 10:00am

28/10/2022 UPDATE: Stage 2  - Years 3 & 4 Boys and Girls Touch Football Teams 

27/10/2022 Scholastic Book Club Delivery

27/10/2022 Twilight Swimming Carnival update

27/10/2022 Kinder and Year 1 Sport Activity Fun Day - update

25/10/2022 Sock Day tomorrow

24/10/2022 Message to Parents Re Stay in Place (Lockdow) Drill Today

21/10/2022 Newsletter Term 4 Week 2

21/10/2022 Mission Week Reminder



ATTENDANCE

Regular  and punctual attendance at school is essential to assist children to maximise 
their  potential. Schools, in par tnership with parents, are responsible for  promoting the 
regular  attendance of  students.

The school day commences at 8:30am at Bethany. The morning music commences at 
8:27am and concludes with the bell, where by this time, students have walked to class 
and are enter ing their  classrooms.

Please note that gates will be closed at 8:30am with the bell. Staf f  on duty have classes, 
meetings and professional learning to attend to at this time. As such, the gates must be 
closed on time, as teachers have a duty of  care to the students in their  class and other  
responsibilities to attend to.

Similar ly, the learning commences in all classrooms at 8:30am. Missing any par t of  the 
morning can mean that prayer  has been missed, instructions have not been heard and 
routines have not been set in motion. As a consequence, students can f ind themselves 
disor ientated and taking longer  to settle into their  learning.

Please ensure that students are on time at school every day and take into consideration 
the fact that the carpark does begin to get busy f rom 8:20am. Should unforeseen 
circumstances prevent you f rom ar r iving on time, please ensure that children are 
signed in at the of f ice by an adult.

Where possible, parents are encouraged to make appointments outside of  school hours, 
as all late ar r ivals and ear ly depar tures are recorded as par tial absences.

It is impor tant that everyone works together  to help children obtain the best possible 
star t in lif e with a good education. It is vital that both school and parents encourage 
regular  and punctual attendance at school.

Did you know that 1 in 6 pr imary students are not attending school regular ly? Click 
on the image below to see how  parents can help  children develop healthy attendance 
patterns.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qb_O7XYoTs8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qb_O7XYoTs8


OTHER MATTERS

 Notification of Absence
A gentle reminder to parents and carers to please notify the school if your  child is absent.

The automated attendance SMS system is an efficient way for parents/carers to notify the school of 
their child's absence. If a student is absent, an SMS notification will automatically be sent to 
parents/carers. The notification will contain a one-time link that can be clicked on to add an attendance 
note for your child. The one-time link is valid for 48 hours.

Other ways to notify the school of your child?s absence include contacting Bethany via email 
(bethany@parra.catholic.edu.au), phone (4723 3700), or sending a note with your child to school.

Thank you for your cooperation.

REMINDER
To minimise inter r uption to impor tant learning time, please check that your  chi ld/chi ldren 
have packed recess, a dr ink bottle, lunch and the books that are r equir ed for  their  school day 
before they leave home.

LABELLING ALL ITEMS
Please ensure that al l  per sonal i tems (clothing, lunchboxes, bags, etc) are clear ly labelled w ith 
your  chi ld/chi ldren's name. Each year  there are numerous i tems of clothing, especial ly hats 
and jackets that have no names or  identi f ication in lost proper ty.
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