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Dear  Bethany Famil ies,

Today br ings to a close Term 3 - in many respects, a term l ike no other. The term break provides 

us w ith an oppor tuni ty to take some time out and take stock of the challenging times we are 

journeying through w ith a sense of GRATITUDE and HOPE.

GRATITUDE - being thankful for  what we have, and HOPE - anticipating what the future w i l l  
br ing is at the hear t of our  Chr istian fai th.

Pope Francis r ecently spoke about GRATITUDE &  HOPE and their  inter connectedness by 

saying:

If we are bearers of GRATITUDE, the world itself will become better, even if only a little bit, but 

that is enough to transmit a bit of HOPE.

In this way, GRATITUDE &  HOPE go together  and cannot exist w i thout the other  and the graces 

that stem from each of them leads us to the Divine.

We look for ward to our  students and staff  r eturning on si te dur ing next term w ith a sense of 

r enewed GRATITUDE for  the many blessings we have been given and ful l  of HOPE in God?s 

providence and that better  days are indeed ahead.

On behalf of the enti r e staff  at Bethany I would l ike to THANK YOU for  your  ongoing 

understanding and suppor t his term. Wishing your  fami ly a safe and blessed term break.

Go gently,

Sergio Rosato
Pr incipal

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE



PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE CONTINUED

?Hope? is the thing with feathers

By Emily Dickinson

?Hope? is the thing with feathers - 
That perches in the soul -
And sings the tune without the words -
And never stops - at all -

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard -
And sore must be the storm -
That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm -

I?ve heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -
Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me -

"Hope" Is The Thing With Feathers is one of the best known of Emily Dickinson's poems.It is a 
kind of hymn of praise, written to honour the human capacity for HOPE. Using ext ended 
m et aphor  the poem por t rays HOPE as a bird t hat  l ives w it h in t he hum an soul ; this bird 
continues to sing its tune  during good and tough times.



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL'S 
MESSAGE

Dear  Parents and Carer s,

What an incredibly di f ferent and challenging term this has been; a whole term of learning 

r emotely, navigating through and adapting to new  routines, being f lexible and creative! We look 

for ward now  w ith hope to a ver y well  deser ved break, a time to r est and rejuvenate for  the f inal 

leg of this journey we?ve been on together.

I?m sure many of you hold concerns about what is happening to your  chi ld?s education as 

r emote learning goes on and continues into Term 4 however , Professor  Jenny Gore, the dir ector  

of the Teachers and Teaching Research Centre at the Univer si ty of Newcastle, shares r eassur ing 

r esearch.

?My message to parents is this: there?s no need to panic. Our research shows that learning 

continues regardless. This chimes with the latest NAPLAN results, which found the pandemic had 

no significant impact on students? literacy and numeracy achievement at the national or state 

level. Last year, when COVID-19 anxiety was at fever pitch, many experts, policymakers, educators 

and media commentators speculated that the toll of lockdown would cripple student learning. 

Some pundits predicted months of learning would be lost.

Our research shows this simply was not the case. The academic achievement of more than 3000 

Year 3 and 4 students in our study was just as strong in 2020 as it was in 2019. Looking more 

closely at our data by subject, year, and school socio-economic status we found Year 3 children in 

disadvantaged schools achieved less in maths, while their peers in mid-range schools achieved 

more. However, in other subjects like reading and science we found small or no differences in 

learning growth. There were also no differences in achievement in Year 4 in all three subjects. 

From this analysis we can say, at least academically, on average students did not fall behind, and 

they certainly didn?t suffer ?learning loss?.

The term ?learning loss? is highly problematic, no doubt adding to parents? fears about the short 

and long-term consequences for their children?s futures. But even the Year 3 students from 

disadvantaged schools who achieved less growth in maths compared with 2019 students didn?t go 

backwards. They didn?t lose learning. They gained new knowledge and developed new skills in 

2020.

So, what does this mean for the impact of remote learning in 2021? We don?t know. We are in 

uncharted waters when it comes to the cumulative effects of lockdowns and multiple periods of 

learning from home. Based on our research last year, and the latest NAPLAN results, we 

anticipate learning for most kids will be okay. Families and teachers now have prior experience 

with lockdowns and learning continues, despite the challenges. Most importantly, though, we must 

look after one another!

https://www.smh.com.au/link/follow-20170101-p58lfj
https://www.smh.com.au/link/follow-20170101-p58lfj
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https://www.smh.com.au/link/follow-20170101-p58lfj
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13384-021-00436-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13384-021-00436-w


The 2021 NAPLAN results were posted to our  Year  3 and Year  5 fami l ies this week. There is so 

much learning to be celebrated!

Wishing you a safe and restful hol iday break w ith your  fami l ies and looking for ward w ith

hope to welcoming you back in Term 4.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 
CONTINUED

Mrs Lloyd

Go gently,

Rebecca Lloyd

Assistant Pr incipal



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

We are so proud of our  Bethany students for  their  commitment and resi l ience dur ing Remote 
Learning this term. Enjoy r eading through some work samples from each grade, celebrating 
their  successes and their  great engagement throughout our  Religious Education lessons. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CONTINUED

Mrs Baldacchino

As mentioned in the last edi tion of the Bethany newsletter , preparations have begun for  
chi ldren to prepare for  the Sacrament of Fir st Euchar ist. ??We ask you to keep these 
chi ldren in your  prayers as they continue in their  fai th journey.

Andrea Antunovic
Sarah Baker
Marco Cavina
Petar  Celar
Anna Coburn
Caleb Commer ford
Lara D'Agostino
Jacinta Devaise
Koby Ell ingswor th
Vita Fazio
Alejandro Flammia
Ilara Flammia
Jasmine Galea

 

Georgia Gately
Cooper  Gauci
Bonnie Hams
Cooper  Lyzwa
Mia Magnoli  
Ava Marakovic
Sophia Marakovic
Liam McAlister
Rosa Polimeni
Amelia Rubelj
Sophie Rudel
Ar iana Spiter i
Francesca Vella

Mrs Wakim



SPORT

 Re
REPRESENTATIVE  SPORT
The following information is also available at (click on the link):

Opportunities for students with disabilities in the representative school sport pathway
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SPORT CONTINUED
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SPORT CONTINUED

Mrs Neilly



LIBRARY

Mrs Emmett

 

Congratulations
to the 297 Bethany students who completed the PRC.

Cer ti f icates w i l l  be issued dur ing Term 4 w ith some Bethany students 
being el igible for  a Gold Cer ti f icate. This is awarded when a student 
successful ly completes the challenge for  four  years.

For  some students in Year  6 this was the 7th consecutive year  they 
had completed the challenge which is an outstanding achievement. 
These students w i l l  be r eceiving a Platinum Cer ti f icate and are on 
their  way to achieving a PRC medal which is awarded when a 
student completes the challenge ever y year  from Year  3 unti l   
Year  9.

If  you didn't f inish the challenge this year , keep reading as many 
wonder ful books as you can ...there is always next year !

Mrs Emmett 

Bethany Librar y



COMMUNITY 

   



Heal th  and Safety

Our  pr ior i ty r emains the safety and wellbeing of al l  in our  community. With this in mind, we 
w ish to r einfor ce that i f  your  chi ld is unwell whi lst at school you w i l l  be cal led to col lect them 
immediately.

NSW Health advises that anyone w ith symptoms should isolate and be tested immediately.

Parents need to provide the school w ith a COVID-19 test r esult in such cir cumstances. Please send 
a screenshot of the r esults via the Bethany emai l address bethany@par ra.catholic.edu.au

Please keep chi ldren at home i f  they display any symptoms.

OTHER MATTERS
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