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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Dear  Bethany Families,

Dur ing Week 1 our  Year  6 students, together  with their  teachers and a number  of  staf f , travelled to 
Canber ra. This excursion to our  nation's capital is impor tant in helping children develop a lif e-long 
understanding of  the Australian democratic system, civics, history and our  cultural identity. The 
excursion is also a r ight-of -passage f or  children in late pr imary school and serves to create lasting 
memor ies of  their  time at school and their  f r iendships dur ing this impor tant f ormative per iod of  their  
education.

The students who attended the excursion were outstanding representatives of  the Bethany 
community. They were thoroughly engaged in each aspect of  their  visit and their  conduct was 
exemplary.

We are gratef ul that this year  our  students were able to attend this tr ip given the restr ictions of  the 
past 12 months. They were able to visit a number  of  impor tant national sites such as Par liament House, 
Old Par liament House, the Australian Institute of  Spor t, The National Ar t Gallery and the War  Memor ial. 
COVID19 restr ictions meant that in some of  the venues the visits were somewhat restr icted.

Although the students engaged with f ewer  exhibits the silver  lining was that they had the oppor tunity 
to ?go deeper? and really extend their  understanding and appreciation. At the Australian War  
Memor ial f or  instance the children were able to spend more time in the Memor ial building which 
includes the Roll of  Honour  which names the individual 102,000 men and women who have made the 
ultimate sacr if ice f or  their  country.A f ew of  our  students were even able to locate names on the roll 
belonging to relatives.

The Roll of  Honour  building extends to the Tomb of  the Unknown Soldier . A sacred site f or  our  nation 
where the remains of  an unknown Australian soldier  killed dur ing Wor ld War  I were exhumed f rom a 
French cemetery and reinter red in 1993.

Little is known about this soldier . We know that he f ell in France dur ing Wor ld War  1 and that he was 
bur ied close to where he f ell on a f oreign battlef ield f ar  f rom home and his loved ones. We do not 
know what battalion he was par t of  nor  anything about him as a person. This anonymous f allen 
soldier  whose remains were unear thed many years af ter  he f ell in service to his nation were called on 
again, to represent all Australians lost in war  - past, present and future.

At the head of  the tomb reads,?An Unknown Soldier  killed in the war  of  1914-18" On top of  the tomb is 
inscr ibed ?Known unto God? and at the f oot,?He is all of  them and he is one of  us?.

Last Monday we were able to gather  as an entire school community-students, staf f , parents as well 
as f ormer  and cur rent serving members of  our  def ence f orces f or  a beautif ul and moving liturgy 
to commemorate ANZAC Day. It was truly a blessing to be able to commemorate, ref lect and pray 
once again in community af ter  so long. 

LEST WE FORGET

Until next time, 

Serge



PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE CONTINUED



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

?Love one another as I have loved you?

ANZAC Day reminds us to pray f or  peace, to think about what we are doing as individuals, as a 
community and as a country to br ing God?s peace into the wor ld. This is a time when a believing 
community should once again turn towards prayer  and the call of  the Gospel to love.

?If you keep my commandments you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father?s 
commandments, and will abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. ?this is my commandment, that you 

love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one?s life for one?s friends?.John 15:10-13

We are reminded that Jesus came to br ing peace and that we are all called to share God?s 
love with others.

Prayer  of  St  Francis

Make me a channel of  your  peace.

Where there is hatred, let me br ing your  love.

Where there is injury, your  pardon, Lord,

And where there?s doubt, true f aith in you.

Make me a channel of  your  peace.

Where there?s despair  in lif e, let me br ing hope.

Where there is darkness only light,

And where there?s sadness ever  joy.

Oh Master , grant that I may never  seek

So much to be consoled as to console.

To be understood as to understand,

To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of  your  peace.

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

In giving of  ourselves that we receive,

And in dying that we?re born to eternal lif e.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Heavenly Father, Your Son Jesus showed us how to serve others and not 
be served. We give thanks to you for the generosity of so many who have 
served our country to keep our land safe, and ask you to bless them for 
their deeds. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Sunday Children?s Mass
Thank you to Year  5 & 6 students and their  f amilies f or  leading and attending our  f irst Sunday 
Children's Mass f or  the term on Sunday 2nd May at 10:00am.

Mother?s Day Liturgy & Picnic Morning Tea
Families would have received an invitation to this liturgy and picnic to be held on Fr iday 7 
May commencing 10am

Mother?s Day Mass
We would like to extend a warm welcome to come and celebrate the Euchar ist with a Mother?s 
Day Mass on Sunday 9th May at 10am. Students f rom Bethany and their  mothers will be involved in 
the Mass and Fr  Suresh will give a special blessing to all mothers.

Blessings f or  a wonder f ul week,

Rebecca Lloyd REC



YEAR 6  CAMP

Our  Year  6 students f rom Bethany have recently under taken an education tour  of  our  National 
Capital. They were given the oppor tunity to par ticipate in a var iety of  educational programs with a 
f ocus on Australia?s history, culture, her itage and democracy.

The students visited Par liament House, The National Museum of  Democracy, War  Memor ial, 
Australian Institute of  Spor t and the National Gallery of  Australia. They were able to par ticipate in 
hands-on exper iences that helped deepen their  knowledge of  Australia?s History. This was in line with 
our  Project Based Learning unit, Australia as a Nation.

The Australian Government recognises the impor tance of  all young Australians being able to visit 
the national capital as par t of  their  Civics and Citizenship education.

To assist f amilies in meeting the cost of  the excursion the Australian Government is contr ibuting 
f unding of  $20 per  student under  the Par liament and Civics Education Rebate program towards 
those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of  the excursion.



FIRE AND RESCUE NSW GOLDEN TICKET 
WINNER AT BETHANY

Congratulations to Char lie Jare in Year  3 who on Thursday was 
presented a very special Golden Ticket Award by Fire and Rescue NSW.

Char lie recently entered a competition to be a Junior  Fire Commander  
f or  a day. 

Firef ighter  Chr is and Teagan f rom the Regentville Station visited 
Bethany last Thursday with their  f ire appliance to make this surpr ise 
presentation to Char lie with Year  3 children, his parents and staf f  in 
attendance.

Today Char lie and Year  3 took par t in a vir tual zoom scenar io where he 
was asked to take control of  a f ire event and lead real-lif e f iref ighters 
to battle a f ire and keep people saf e. 

Congratulation and well done to Char lie f or  his initiative?we are proud of  you!



SPORT

DIOCESAN CROSS COUNTRY
Good luck to all our  students running at Eastern Creek f or  the Cross Country on the 4th May!

SWIMMING NEWS- Matilda Mobbs - Yr  6
Late last term, Matilda was named in the NSW pr imary school squad. She 
received the tracksuit and award as par t of  being selected. Unf or tunately, the 
Australian Schools championship was cancelled due to Covid.

She has been recognized f or  her  f antastic per f ormances and has now 
qualif ied f or  Australian Age National Championships with Swimming Australia.

Matilda is training f ive mornings a week at 4 am, in preparation to travel with 
the state squad.

Bethany is super  proud of  you Matilda!!

PARRAMATTA TEAM TRIALS- TOUCH FOOTBALL
Congratulations to Logan Krahe in Yr  6 who tr ialed and made the Par ramatta 
Touch Football team ear lier  this week. He will be competing and tr ialing f or  the 
Mackillop team at the Kingsway on the 28th May. Good Luck Logan!

MACKILLOP TRIALS - RUGBY LEAGUE
Congratulations to Zachary Collins (Yr  5) who tr ialled and qualif ied f or  the 11 
years Rugby League team last term.  Zachary competed as par t of  the 
Diocesan Mackillop team .

Upcoming Event: Yr  2-6 Athletics Carnival in week 5

A note will come home soon.



LIBRARY
Library News

I am excited to be joining the staf f  at Bethany and look f orward to becoming involved with and 
serving the school community in my new role in the school library.

I met with Mrs Liepa at the end of  Term 1 and she told me how the students at Bethany value 
their  library and love to read the books they bor row . I am committed to building on the love 
of  reading Mrs Liepa  has instilled in students and continuing to maintain the well resourced 
learning centre that has been established f or  the school community.

I have a strong belief  in the impact of  literature in children's lives and believe that reading 
with children and encouraging reading in the home and at school, impacts and enr iches their  
lives and sets them on the path to a lif e-long love of  reading and learning.

As an inf ormation and learning hub, the library has a signif icant role to play in a school 
community. I look f orward to working with teachers and f amilies to promote and f oster  a love 
of  learning in the students at Bethany.

Dur ing Term 2  I will be working in the library on Mondays, Thursdays and Fr idays. This means 
a change to library bor rowing days f or  some classes. Students and f amilies will be inf ormed 
of  these changes later  in the week.

Mrs Lesley Emmett

NSW Premier 's Reading Challenge
As in previous years, Bethany students are being encouraged to par ticipate in the NSW 
Premier?s Reading Challenge.  Inf ormation about the challenge was included in the Term 1 Week 
6 newsletter .  More inf ormation can be f ound on the PRC website at 
https:/ /online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html All K-2 students will be completing the challenge 
within school, with books being recorded f or  them as they are read in class and library time. 
Students in Years 3-6 record their  own books by logging onto the PRC site with their  username 
and password. Check at the library if  you are unsure of  these.

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html


DATES FOR THE DIARY

Tuesday 4t h May Australian Football - Byron Bay

Tuesday 4t h May Diocesan Cross Country - Eastern Creek

Wednesday 5t h May Australian Football - Byron Bay

Wednesday 5t h May 3R Reconciliation

Thursday 6t h May 3W Reconciliation

Fr iday 7t h May 3B Reconciliation

Fr iday 7t h May Mothers Day Liturgy and Picnic 
10am-11:30am.

Fr iday 7t h May Parramatta Diocesan Cricket Trials - Boys 
& Girls  - All day

Fr iday 9t h May Mothers Day Mass - 10am St Padre Pio 
Church

Tuesday 11t h May Naplan commences Year 3 & 5

Wednesday 12t h May 4R Reconciliation

Thursday 13t h May 4W Reconciliation

Thursday 13t h May Feast of the Ascension Mass 9am

Fr iday 14t h May 4B Reconciliation

Tuesday 18t h May Girls Hockey - Unanderra

Wednesday 19t h May Bethany Athletics Carnival (Years 2 - 6)

Wednesday  19t h May Girls Hockey - Unanderra 

Thursday 20t h May Girls Hocky - Unanderra

Tuesday 25t h May Boys Hockey - Newcastle

Fr iday 28t h May Mackillop Touch Trials - All day



PASTORAL LETTER



PASTORAL LETTER



COMMUNICATION 

   The follow ing inform at ion has been advised via t he SkoolBag App:

30/4/21 Mother 's Day Liturgy and Picnic Morning Tea

  28/4/21 Lowes Schoolwear offer - Thursday 6th & 7th May

27/4/21 Diocesan Cross Country Runners - Reminder

Trial Changes to Afternoon Dismissal - Specifically for Year 1

Scholastic Book Club Term 2

23/4/21 Padre Pio Children's Mass



OTHER MATTERS

TRIAL CHANGES TO AFTERNOON DISMISSAL SPECIFICALLY FOR YEAR 1.
The f ollowing ar rangements are in place f or  a tr ial per iod of  two weeks (ef fective Wednesday 28th 
Apr il): 

- Kindergar ten - existing af ternoon pickup ar rangements will continue
- Year  1 - Students who normally get picked up f rom school will be brought to the Welcome Garden 

area f or  dismissal (note this is a change).  

Older  siblings with brothers/sisters in Year  1, will come to this area to join them. 

Parents collecting their  children f rom this area will need to enter  via the 
Welcome Garden (Gate 5) .

Any student not picked up by 2:55pm will be brought to the Park and Collect 
area (Gate 4) f or  dismissal 

- Year  2 - existing af ternoon pickup ar rangements will continue

Due to the large number  of  students and parents now accessing the Welcome Garden in the af ternoon, 
we are requesting that parents pick up their  children and exit this area quickly and safely. 

We also request that children (including toddlers) do not play on the playground equipment dur ing this 
time. 

Please note that the Welcome Garden gate is only open between 2:45pm and 3pm. 

Parents are reminded of  the following af ternoon pick up alternatives:

- Walkers/Car  Pick Up - Parents may choose to pick up their  child f rom William Howell Dr ive, where 
parents do not need to exit their  vehicles.

- Walkers/Car  Pick Up - Parents may wish to park on Morr ison St or  nearby streets and collect 
their  children in person f rom the pick up area opposite the school.

Students are accompanied and supervised by Bethany staf f  f or  Walkers/Car  pickup. 

CLOTHING POOL

All items in the clothing pool are now available f or  $5. There are many items available  
that have been kindly donated and in good condition. The Clothing Pool is open each 
Tuesday f rom 2:15pm.



COMMUNITY 
.
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