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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Dear  Bethany Families,

Welcome to the 2021 school year !

We hope your  holiday break has provided  your  f amily time f or  relaxation and renewal. The f irst           
days of  the new school year  br ings with it the promise of  new beginnings and unimagined possibilities.  As 
teachers  we are most mindf ul of  the need to get to know each of  our  students dur ing this time as individuals  
as well as establishing the sense of  the class as a team of  learners.

We warmly welcome the many new children in grades Kindergar ten to Year  6. We thank you as parents f or  
your  trust as we work in par tnership to provide a place of  f aith and learning that str ives to nur ture your  child ? 
academically, spir itually and socially.

We also extend a warm welcome to the f ollowing staf f  who are new to our  school community or  who are 
returning:

- Cather ine Baldacchino ? returning f rom leave and assuming  the role of  Diversity Leader .
- Daniela Hanson ? returning f rom maternity leave and teaching in Kindy, Year  4 & Year  6.
- Liam Andrews ? newly appointed Inf ormation and Technology Trainee. 

?In Chr ist We Love and Serve?

As we commence the year  I would like us to consider  the f ollowing provocation:

Does our  school motto serve to ENCULTURATE our  community  in the ways of  Chr ist or  is it just school branding ?

When Bethany Catholic Pr imary School was established more than 25 years ago the community and its leaders 
at that time would have gone through a process of  discernment on choosing a school motto. The one 
eventually chosen has extensive biblical roots and is at the hear t of  Chr ist?s teachings.

St. Peter  ref erences LOVE and SERVICE in var ious letters he wrote to the ear ly Chr istians as they struggled to 
stay on course amidst immense persecution and suf f er ing (1 Peter  4:7-11).

What does it mean for  us in 2021?

TO LOVE:

St. Peter  is not ref er r ing to a casual clichéd f orm of  love and relationships.  He is descr ibing something deeper , 
a self -giving love or  sacr if icial love.  He goes on to tell us to live out this love deeply and earnestly - to love by 
the way we SPEAK with others and through our  ACTIONS and BEHAVIOUR towards others.

TO SERVE:

St. Peter  challenges  us to practice true service to others.  He isn?t simply ref er r ing to  hospitality or  making 
someone f eel welcome - although this is an impor tant aspect of  service. He is ref er r ing to service that will 
of ten come with some personal cost or  inconvenience. This service is car r ied out with good grace, humility and 
generosity. THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN  is a per f ect model of  what this service looks like in real lif e.

SO WHAT?

Theref ore, as the cur rent custodians of  the motto?In Chr ist We Love and Serve? we are called through 
membership of  this community to commit to this aspiration n good faith in our  daily interactions - through our  
words and behaviour  with one another .  In doing so, we can genuinely teach these values to our  children or  as 
St Francis was of ten f ond of  saying,?Preach the Gospel always, if  necessary use words?.

If  we can do this, then we will go a long way in helping to make it the prevailing CULTURE of  our  school 
community rather  than remaining just  pr inted words on a crest.

Until next time,

Sergio Rosato

Pr incipal



PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE, CONTINUED

Kindergar ten 2021   
There was great excitement on Monday morning as our  new Kindergar ten students commenced their  f irst 
week at ?Big School?.  It was truly beautif ul to witness the children ar r ive at school with their  f amily 
entourage so smar tly dressed and so enthusiastic f or  the learning 
adventure that lies ahead. 

Over  their  f irst f ew days of  school they have had many new and wonder f ul 
exper iences both inside their  classrooms and in the playground.

Most seem to have taken to their  new environment and all the var ious 
activities with conf idence. It?s been delightf ul to watch these new students 
as they embrace school lif e with a marvellous sense of  eagerness and joy.

We look f orward to our  new Kindies being accompanied to our  Par ish 
Church on Thursday by their  Year  6 Buddies as we celebrate our  Opening 
School Mass. 

Photos of  our  Kindergar ten 2021 students commencing school can be f ound 
at: 
https:/ /www.f acebook.com/Bethany-Catholic-Pr imary-School-Glenmore-Park-670502186444224/

Morning Drop Of f  to School - It is all about Routine
As we approach the end of  the f irst week of  the beginning of  our  school year  it is impor tant f or  us to 
continue to work together  to establish predictable routines that benef it children and their  well being.  

Developing a predictable morning r itual plays a big par t in helping children increase f eelings of  cer tainty 
and secur ity and to reduce potential emotional distress. 

For  parents and children a good way to do this is to establish a designated and appropr iate area to say, 
?SEE YOU LATER?. By making this morning goodbye constant and predictable most children will, in time, 
become secure in this r itual. Once accustomed to this routine morning drop of f  becomes a pleasant and 
positive exper ience f or  both the child and adult.

Once in the school playground students benef it enormously by engaging in their  own routines with peers 
and teachers e.g. stor ing their  bag, meeting up with f r iends and teachers to chat, play, skip, run etc. 

This morning play time and natural separation is f antastic preparation f or  learning and helps children 
switch on to school in a predictable and natural way and be better  prepared f or  the learning that f ollows.
https:/ /abc123learningcenter .com/2018/05/09/morning-routine-f or -kids/

https://www.facebook.com/Bethany-Catholic-Primary-School-Glenmore-Park-670502186444224/
https://abc123learningcenter.com/2018/05/09/morning-routine-for-kids/


PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Parent  Quest ionnaire - Let t er  of  Int roduct ion                                                 

As teachers  we are most mindful of the need to get to know our students during this time. In 

order for teachers to gain valuable insights about your child and their needs, we ask you to 

complete a letter/questionnaire which will be sent home tomorrow in paper form via your 

child. We ask that once completed you return it to the class teacher in a sealed envelope by 

Wednesday 10 February 2021.

Further communication from classroom teachers will occur in the coming weeks.

Over  the holidays extensive work was car r ied out in prepar ing learning spaces and improving 
the school. This work included :

- cleaning of  classrooms including carpets and windows.
- painting of  the hall and polishing of  its timber  f loor
- ref urbishment of  hall staging and replacement of  two stage stairs 
- extensive painting of  external ver tical steel poles including visibility str ipe to each
- repainting of  much of  the of f ice area.  
- completion of  work to renovate two student toilet blocks plus an ambulant toilet
- installation of  pinboard panels to the inside of  the library
- replacement of  all gutter ing to the entire school (still in progress)
- hedging of  gardens
- mowing of  grounds and var ious other  maintenance tasks

There is no doubt that positive aesthetics and cleanliness of  a school makes a dif f erence to 
student learning and motivation. We are blessed at Bethany to have a beautif ul school f or  the 
children to learn and play in each day.
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS AND 
MAINTENANCE



2021 STAFF LIST



2021 STAFF LIST,  CON'T



WHOLE SCHOOL MASS



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

A very warm welcome back to the 2021 new school year ! I look f orward to working in par tnership with 
yourselves and your  children this year .

At Bethany we str ive every day to f ollow our  school motto"In Chr ist we love and serve". There will be many 
oppor tunities throughout the year  f or  children to grow in f aith and share their  f aith as par t of  the school 
community. There will also be oppor tunities of f ered f or  f ormation f or  our  parents. We encourage you to be 
actively involved in these oppor tunities and work in par tnership with the school and our  Par ish in order  to 
continue to build and maintain strong relationships and connections.

Weekday Par ish Masses

Par ish Mass is held every Tues - Fr i at 9am. Children will attend a Par ish Mass on a Fr iday twice a term with their  
grade.

Weekend Par ish Masses

Saturday Vigil 5.30am

Sunday 8am and 10am

It would be wonder f ul to see our  Bethany f amilies at the weekend Masses. Children's Masses will commence 
shor tly where the children will be asked to do special jobs and be more actively involved in the Mass. More 
inf ormation to f ollow in the coming weeks.

Sacrament of  Penance and Reconciliation

Any child in Years 3, 4, 5 or  6 who would like to make the Sacrament of  Penance and Reconciliation needs to 
return their  enrolment f orm to the Par ish Of f ice by Fr iday 5th February. Unf or tunately no late enrolments will 
be accepted af ter  this date.

At the beginning of  this new school year  teach us to be your  hands and f eet where we are

At the beginning of  this new school year  teach us to love as you love us

At the beginning of  this new school year  teach us to pray f or  those in need so that You are honoured and 
glor if ied.

Amen

Many blessings,

Rebecca Lloyd

REC



DATES FOR THE DIARY

Thursday 4t h February 2021 Par ra Team Spor t Tr ials Expression of  
interest close

Thursday 4t h February Whole School Mass 

Fr iday 5t h February Sacrament of  First Reconciliation - 
enrolments due  - Par ish of f ice.

Monday 15t h February Nepean Zone Swimming Carnival - 
Glenbrook Pool

Tuesday 23rd February 2021 Parra AFL Trials - Quakers Hill 11am - 
2pm

Wednesday 24t h February 2021 Parra Football Trials - Kellyville - Boys 
8:30am - Girls 1:30pm

Thursday  25t h  February SRC Leadership Day

Fr iday 26t h February MACKILLOP TRIALS FOR TENNIS AND 
BASKETBALL in Wollongong

Monday 1st  March 2021 Parra Netball Trials - Windsor 
12:00pm

Tuesday 2nd March  2021 Parra Rugby League Trials - Ponds - 
9:30am



COMMUNICATION 
.

   The follow ing inform at ion has been advised via t he SkoolBag App:

      

     02/2/21 Return  to school routines K-2  commencing 3/2/21

Whole School Mass Invitation 

Bethany's Student Representative Council

          Munch Monitors

     01/2/21 Sport Uniform Days Term 1

                   Responsible us ICT

     30/1/21 Message from the Parish - Sacrament of  First Reconciliation

     29/1/21 Medical Actions Plans

                  Parramatta Diocesan Team Sport Trials 2021

     28/1/21 Import Information - Drop Off and Pick Up Arrangements

 

    



 

Medical Action Plans 2021

 If  your  child is on a Medical Action Plan, could you  please take the time to check that it is still valid. Medical 
Action plans are valid f or  12 months.  We would appreciate it if  updated Action plans could be  brought to the 
of f ice as soon as possible,

 Carpark Safety

 Here are a f ew rules that can keep all community members saf e when coming and going around the school   
carpark:

- Please ensure that the hands of  little ones are always held when moving about the carpark.
- When enter ing the dr iveway, always remain to the lef t and process through the carpark in a clockwise 

direction. Do not turn r ight, as a matter  of  urgency in order  to secure a parking space.
- When leaving the carpark, please maintain the cor rect speed limit, par ticular ly when heading down the 

dr iveway and have limited per ipheral vision of  pedestr ians crossing.
- When parking on the dir t and gravel behind the hall, in f ront of  the presbytery (whether  in the morning 

or  at special school events) please ensure that the bitumen dr iveway to the presbytery remains clear  at 
all times.

- When on the dir t and gravel behind the hall, in f ront of  the presbytery please do not park next to the 
large rubbish bins (parallel to the carpark) as it means that parents and children alike, are having to 
walk through the carpark to get to the school entry near  the canteen.

- Fr  Suresh has requested that, if  parking in the dir t area of  the carpark, please reverse-park.
- Please park accurately within the parking lines to ensure that other  dr ivers can get out of  their  cars 

saf ely.
- Please remember  to use the crossing.
- To keep morning traf f ic f lowing smoothly in the school car  park, we ask parents and carers to be 

mindf ul of  not getting out of  their  cars if  they have dr iven to the Kiss and Drop area.
- Please do not park in the car  park in f ront of  the church for  safety reasons, as parents, carers and 

students walk this way to access the Welcome Garden. This is restr icted to the par ish and staf f .
- Unless you hold a Disabled Parking permit and have it clear ly displayed on your  car , please do not park in  

the Disabled Parking spots located near  the boom gate. 

OTHER MATTERS

Return to School Routines  Kindergar ten to Year  2
In order  f or  us to assist our  Kindergar ten to Year  2 children become f amiliar  with daily school routines, our  
morning and af ternoon procedures will be in place as of  Wednesday 3rd February:

Morning

? Children may enter  through Gate 1 (outside the of f ice) or  Gate 2 (outside the hall). School Staf f  will be at 
these entry points to welcome children and assist if  necessary.

Af ternoon

? Children in Years K to 2 will be dismissed at 2:30pm.

? Kindergar ten will be dismissed f rom the Welcome Garden. Parents may enter  via the Welcome Garden Gate 
(Gate 5)

? Years 1 and 2 will be dismissed f rom their  classrooms via Gate 4. Parents may enter  and exit via Gate 4 and 
wait outside the classrooms f or  children to come to them.

? Siblings in Years 3 to 6 will come to their  younger  sibling?s class f or  a 2:30pm dismissal.

Please note:

? Parents are reminded to leave the dismissal areasas promptly as possibleto avoid overcrowding.

? Parents are reminded to maintain 1.5m social distance f rom each other .

? Parents are asked to ref rain f rom moving beyond these dismissal areas and to 3-6 classrooms. Students in 
these grades will make their  way to you.



COMMUNITY

.
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