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Welcome back to Term 2 to each member  of  our  Bethany Family. 

We return f rom an atypical term break each with dif f erent exper iences and perspectives on lif e under  the 
challenge of  Covid-19. Amidst this new reality has come oppor tunities f or  solitude, prayer , music, drawing, 
meditation, baking, cooking, gardening, sewing, woodworking, cleaning, walking, reading, over -indulging in  
TV ser ies and other  f amily time.

We are also acutely aware of  the human ef f ect of  the  
pandemic on our  community and our  nation - the tragic loss of  
lif e, ser ious illness, mental anxiety, social isolation, ongoing 
stress, loss of   regular  employment and the f inancial strain 
that this br ings f amilies.

One silver  lining of  our  new reality is a greater  appreciation of  
the impor tance of  human connection and of  community. 

Our  society has also gained a greater  appreciation of  the 
centrality of  cer tain people and occupations and their  cr itical 
contr ibution to the greater  good ? grandparents, doctors, nurses, medical researchers, scientists, 
supermarket staf f , warehouse workers, f ood process workers, truck dr ivers, f armers, postal cour iers, 
teachers just to name a f ew.

We have a greater  sense that as humans we are interconnected social creatures - needing each other  to 
survive and thr ive. This imposed per iod of  physical isolation has f orced us to look f or  dif f erent ways to 
maintain connection with our  f amilies, neighbours and f r iends. Modern  technology has enabled this to 
occur  to a great degree, but we pine f or  more. Anzac Day is a per f ect example of  this. Unable to gather  in 
large groups, our  sense of  national r itual was expressed  through commemorations at the end of  our  
dr iveways.  

Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote, The mind, once stretched by a new idea, never  returns to its or iginal 
dimensions. So, by paying attention to the prof ound lessons of  this time,  we can have hope that we will not 
remain the same af ter  the cr isis eventually passes. We WILL be changed and conceivably, be better  f or  the 
exper ience. 

In essence what this time br ings to us is an oppor tunity to f ocus on the PEOPLE in our  lif e - our  relationships 
with others. This is ultimately, what br ings our  lif e meaning and joy.

Wishing all mothers, grandmothers and mother -f igures a blessed and happy Mother 's Day.

Sergio Rosato

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE



Family and Prayer

Many words have been used to descr ibe 
the cur rent situation our  wor ld f aces today - unprecedented, ever -changing, 
challenging, disconcer ting and the list goes on. More than ever  bef ore, and cer tainly in my 
lif etime, the FAMILY unit is under  the spotlight. With f amilies being f orced into isolation many 
have become very creative with their  time together . Just some of  the activities that f amilies 
are engaging in together  are: walking, cooking, playing board games, meal time. But what 
about PRAYER? 

Among many things, as Catholics we are called to evangelise to the greater  community. And 
what better  time to disciple and to stimulate love and good works than NOW and in our  homes. 
A number  of  research sources point to a drop in f aith practice when children become young 
adults. But what is more alarming is that 40% of  these young adults repor ted their  f irst doubts 
and questions of  f aith at the approximate age of  12. 

The basis of  our  church stems f rom the FAMILY.  Figuratively the church is of ten ref er red to as 
the church f amily. Similar ly God is ref er red to as the Father  and our  counterpar ts as brothers 
and sisters in Chr ist. When we are baptised, we ref er  to this as the welcome into God?s Family. 
None of  us are saved ?by association?. God calls us all into relationship with Him. 

So this Easter  season I invite you to spend time in 
prayer , as a f amily. I encourage you to put time 
aside, just as you would f or  baking and other  
activities, to pray. This does not need to be in f ormal 
prayer  but a conversation with your  children about 
God. Alternatively, if  f ormal prayer  is a more 
comf or table practice f or  you then I invite you to 
recite an Our  Father  or  Hail Mary as a f amily. You 
may even want to light a candle to create this space 
f or  God. On the f ollowing page is a prayer  that you 
may choose to recite together  at this time. 
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MESSAGE



     When This is Over?

When this is over ,

may we never  again take f or  granted

a handshake with a stranger

conversations with neighbors

a crowded theater

Fr iday night out

the taste of  Communion

a routine checkup

the school rush each morning

cof f ee with a f r iend

the stadium roar ing

each deep breath

a bor ing Tuesday

lif e itself .

When this ends,

may we f ind that we have become

more like the people we wanted to be,

we were called to be,

we hoped to be.

And may we stay that way ? better  f or  each other  because of  the worst.

    - Laura Kelly Fanucci

In prayer ,

Pascale Joseph 
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A very warm welcome back to Term 2 even though it be from a distance. I pray that all 
of our Bethany families are well and looking forward to the time when we are all reunited physically as a 

community.

  This Friday, students whether here at school or working 
from home will share in a Mothers? Day Liturgy. Our 
Kindergarten team have prepared this for us. It will be 
shared on each grade?s remote learning platform, as well as 
on our school FACEBOOK page.

I wish all of our Bethany mothers, grandmothers and 
mother figures a wonderful Mothers? Day for this Sunday.

This is a great lead into what is considered a very special month in our Church, the month of May, 
dedicated to Mary.

 Why is May t he m ont h of  Mary?

The tradition of dedicating the month of May to Mary, 
came about in the 13th century. This month is the time 
when spring, (northern hemisphere) is at the height of 
its beauty. Spring is also connected with nature 
renewing itself. In her way, Mary gave new life to the 
world when she gave birth to our saviour Jesus Christ. 

The pious practice of honouring Mary during the 
month of May has been especially promoted by the 
Popes. Pius XII made frequent reference to it and in his 
great Encyclicalon the Sacred LiturgyMediator Dei.

Why we should love t he Virgin Mary - www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=WN0JCs9B4Gw This is a 
beautiful animation I encourage you to watch with your children, where Pope Francis explains why we 
need to take care and cultivate our relationship with the Virgin Mary.

Devotion to Mary is an important part of the Catholic identity. As our mother she is an example of a 
committed ?Yes" to the will of God. Because of the devotion to her, many people ask her for help in the 
most difficult moments of their life as any child does with his/her mother.

One of the ways we here at Bethany honour Mary is at noon each day when we, as a community we pray 
?The Angelus?. This prayer that commemorates the Incarnation includes our most powerful prayer of praise 
to Mary?

REC

Hail Mary fu l l of  grace, t he Lord is w it h t hee.

Blessed ar t  t hou am ong wom en and blessed is t he f ru it  of  t hy wom b, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mot her  of  God, pray for  us sinners,

 now  and at  t he hour  of  our  deat h.

Am en
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LIBRARY



COMMUNICATION 
.

   The follow ing inform at ion has been advised 
via t he SkoolBag App:

     7/5/20 -  COVID-19 - Social Distancing Ar r ival and Dismissal

    5/5/20 -  Student Attendance Weeks 3-5

    2/5/20 -  Letter  f rom the Executive Director  

  30/4/20 -  Bethany e-Library

  29/4/20 -  COVID-19 - Fee Relief  

  28/4/20 -  Transition Guidelines f or  the Return to School

 

    



ENROLLING NOW FOR 2021
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