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Dear  Bethany Families,
A f ew years ago, I had the pr ivilege of  
listening to the comedian, author , ar tist and f ilm  produce Anh Doh at a pr incipal?s conf erence 
dinner .
Most would know Anh as the author  of  The Littlest Refugee. An inspirational story of  a f amily escaping war -torn 
Vietnam looking f or  a better  f uture f or  their  f amily in Australia.

Those who know Anh?s story recognise that it shows the impor tance that resilience and education can play in 
enabling a person to develop to their  f ull potential.The many obstacles that Anh encountered along the way 
make us mindf ul of  the whole child rather  than pigeon-holing students.

There were two episodes f rom his af ter -dinner  presentation that have remained with me:

Episode 1
 In pr imary school Anh was categor ised as a ?slow? student with special needs and 
with limited potential to improve. His lack of  English was probably interpreted as more 
than simply a language issue. Dur ing pr imary school he was put in a remedial reading 
class.
Upon learning of  this, Anh?s mother  went to the local St Vincent De Paul shop and was 
given a box of  secondhand children?s books. This is how she helped to teach Anh and 
his brother  and sister  to read and speak English.
Hard work and ef for t on Anh?s par t and that of  his mother  and school working together  
helped br idge the gap.

Episode 2
Anh attended a Sydney Catholic high school. Due to his f amily?s pover ty they were not 
able to purchase the f ull complement of  textbooks f or  him to use at school. To 
manage this situation Anh would bor row textbooks f rom f ellow students whilst they 
were attending other  lessons. This method meant that he spent considerable time and 
ef f or t on this juggling quest. Sometimes when his f r iends were absent, he would have to go to lessons without 
the prescr ibed book.
When asked by the teacher  where his book was, he would say he had f orgotten it. He was too proud and 

embar rassed to admit the truth. On these occasions he was of ten given 
detention, which he did without complaint.
A perceptive Year  8 English teacher , Mrs. Borny, was troubled by this 
inconsistent behavior  and instinctively knew that there was more to this than 
met the eye. She took the trouble to collect discarded textbooks and gave these 
to Anh ? no questions asked.
One day Anh recalls that Mrs. Borny said to him,?Anh you?re a very talented 
storyteller?. She had no idea how f ar  that one line of  encouragement would 
take him. Ahn would eventually study to be a lawyer , later  becoming a 
f ilmmaker , comedian, ar tist and celebrated author .

Years later  Anh had the oppor tunity to meet up with the teacher  again. Anh 
recounted that he walked up to her , gave her  an enormous hug and told her  
about everything she?d done f or  him as a student. Mrs. Borny was surpr ised and 
couldn?t believe that he would even remember  her . He presented her  with a 
leather -bound copy of  his movie scr ipt and told her  that

 it was her  who convinced him to wr ite.
Mrs. Borny?s pastoral care, belief  and inspirational teaching had a profound ef fect on Anh?s future.

Anh?s last comment to us as a group of  pr incipals that night struck me. He cautioned us to guard against 
wr iting of f  any student in our  care as a lost cause. As he pointed out, he could have very well been wr itten of f  
as a young boy but teachers like Mrs. Borny and his mum made him believe that he counted.

As parents and teachers, we plant seeds of  f aith, hope and love in our  children through our  words and 
actions.
The legacy of  this planting is of ten beyond our  comprehension.

Until next time,
Sergio Rosato

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
September  8 is the f east of  the Nativity of  the Blessed Virgin Mary ?  Mary?s bir thday! God?s gif t of  His 
Son to humankind was preceded by another  precious gif t ?  the gif t of  the Mother  of  His Son.

Mary brought f or th Jesus into the wor ld. In this modern wor ld, each and every f ollower  of  Jesus is 
also invited to ?br ing f or th? Jesus into the wor ld, in his or  her  lif e situation. Mary gave bir th to Jesus 
once in history, but we can, in a way ?br ing 
f or th? Jesus one hundred times a day! 
Whenever  and wherever  we stand f or  His 
values and are witnesses to His love and 
mercy, we ?br ing f or th? Jesus. Also, by 
listening to God?s Word and acting 
accordingly, each of  us can become the 
mother , brother  or  sister  of  Jesus (Mk 
3:31-35).

 

NEW DRAFT CURRICULUM - PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
This week I joined other  Religious Education Coordinators in the Par ramatta Diocese via ZOOM to 
continue Professional Learning on the New Draf t Cur r iculum (NDC). The theme for  the day was, ?A 
Theology of  Hope?. We were very luck to again have Professor  Anthony Maher  a highly regarded 

theologian lead the day and provide us with a draf t paper  he 
has wr itten on the topic.

The remainder  of  the day was spent in workshops. The 
workshops entailed unpacking learning cycles that will be 
taught in Stage 2 and 3 at a later  date, as well as us all being 
able to share and gain insights into how the NDC and the 
learning cycles in par ticular  are being shared in the wider  
community with families and the par ish. I hope to utilise other  
means of  shar ing with you the wonder ful work our  staf f  and 
students are doing in using inquiry questions to learn about 
Catholic traditions and faith and how to then put this into 
action.



SPORT
 

CLASS SPORT NEWS
Years 2 - 6 had a Long Jump and Shot Put competition dur ing class spor t.
Congratulations to the f ollowing students: 

      1st PLACE - LONG JUMP
Yr  2 - Heidi, 2R

Yr  2 - Mason , 2W

Yr  3 - Amelia, 3W  and Mia, 3B

Yr  3 - Jude , 3B

Yr  4 - Analise, 4R 

Yr  4 - Levi, 4R 

Yr  5 - Zachary, 5B and Isaac, 5W 

Yr  5 - Imogen, 5R

Yr  6 - Cooper , 6B 

Yr  6 - Hannah , 6B

     1st PLACE - SHOT PUT
Yr  2 - Heidi, 2R 

Yr  2 - Xander , 2W 

Yr  3 - Summer ,  3R 

Yr  3 - Josiah , 3B

Yr  4 - Analise , 4R

Yr  4 - Ryan, 4W

Yr  5 - Joshua, 5B 

Yr  5 - Zoey, 5B

Yr  6 - Hannah, 6B

Yr  6 - Lachlan, 6R 



SPORT

 SPORT UPDATE:
 2020 Par ramatta Diocesan Gymnastic Competition for  Term 4 has been CANCELLED.

Mrs Neilly

NEWS FLASH - Weekend Spor t Star
Congratulations to Francesca (Yr  3R) f or  tr ialing and being selected f or  
the U12 Gir ls Penr ith Sof tball team. Francesca is only 8 years old, youngest 
in the team! She will be representing Penr ith at the State Championships 
in November .  Best of  luck!



LIBRARY

Congrat ulat ions!
Friday, 28th August the NSW Premier?s Reading Challenge for 2020 

came to an end. We are thrilled to announce that 299 students 

have completed the challenge . This means an amazing 7,475 

books were read this year to complete the Premier?s Reading 

Challenge. Well done Bethany!

Certificates will be distributed  at the end of Term 4. 

Congratulations to all and remember ? .



LIBRARY

Matt Cosgrove not only shared his passion, creativity and love of  language with us all but he has 
inspired us to use our  imagination and our  own real lif e exper iences to make us all f antastic wr iters. 
We learnt how to use shapes and dif f erent techniques to help us draw a robot and our  very own 
Macca the Alpaca.

Thank you Matt f or  visiting Bethany.  We really enjoyed your  visit!



PBS4L RED, WHITE & BLUE MUFTI DAY 



YEAR 5 NEWSLETTER 
INFORMATION

The Year 5 students at Bethany would like to invite you to read the 
current edition of the

 "Bet hany Year  5 St udent  Newslet t er " .

Please scan the QR Code below to access the newsletter,

LINK: Bethany Year 5 Student Newsletter

https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/bethany-year-5-newsletter/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/bethany-year-5-newsletter/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/bethany-year-5-newsletter/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/bethany-year-5-newsletter/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/parra.catholic.edu.au/bethany-year-5-newsletter/home?authuser=0


DATES FOR THE DIARY

Wednesday 16t h Sept em ber Euchar ist  Workshop 4:15pm  t o 5;15pm

Fr iday 25t h Sept em ber  Last  day of  t erm

Sat urday 26t h Sept em ber St  Padre Pio Feast  Day

Monday 12t h Oct ober  First  day of  Term   4

Thursday 15t h Oct ober 7pm  Euchar ist  Pract ice

Fr iday 16t h Oct ober  Sock t ober

Fr iday 16t h Oct ober 7pm  Euchar ist  Pract ice

Sunday 18t h Oct ober First  Euchar ist  Mass  2pm

Sunday 25t h Oct ober  First  Euchar ist  Mass  2pm

Sunday 1st   Novem ber First  Euchar ist  Mass  2pm

Sunday 8t h Novem ber  First  Euchar ist  Mass  2pm



COMMUNICATION 
.

   The follow ing inform at ion has been advised via t he SkoolBag App:

   9/9/20 Changed Wet Weather  Af ternoon Dismissal 

   8/9/20 Winter  to Summer  Unif orm Transition  Ar rangements

Inf ormation f or  Year  1 Parents and Carers

    Conf ronting Social Media Content

   7/9/20 Religious Education Cur r iculum

Guitar  Club cancelled 8th September

Inf ormation f or  Year  3 Parents and Carers

   3/9/20   "Inside Out"  Film Permission Note

   1/9/20 Creative Ar ts



COMMUNITY 
.
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